
  

 

Curtis Community Connection 

March 27th, 2017   Curtis HS is US News & World Report’s 2016 Best Public High School in Pierce County! 

Important Dates 

Wednesday 3/29 – 
Thursday 3/30 – SBA 
Running Start make-up 
tests* at CHS College and 
Career Readiness Center  

Thursday 3/30 – Saturday 
4/1 CHS Winter Play 
“Into The Woods,” 7 PM, 
CHS Theater 

Tuesday 4/4 – College 
Career and Resource 
Fair, Ray Beard Memorial 
Gymnasium, 5 – 7 PM 

Friday 4/7 – Last Day of 
3rd Quarter 

Monday 4/10 – Friday 
4/14 – Spring Break, No 
School 

Monday 4/17 – First Day 
of 4th quarter 

Monday 5/1 – Friday 5/12 
– AP Tests  

Friday 5/12 – Mr. Curtis 
Pageant, 7 PM, CHS 
Theater 

Monday 5/15 – Thursday 
5/18 ELA SBA testing for 
all Sophomores (some 
juniors and seniors will 
also need to test) 

Thursday 5/18 – Friday 
5/19 – One Acts, CHS 
Theater 

Saturday 5/20 – 
Mother/Daughter Social 

CHS and our Parents/Guardians are Partners  
Greetings CHS parents and guardians, 

I hope this edition of the Curtis Community Connection finds you well and 

looking forward to more of the nice days that have, up to this point, been 

teasing us with their sporadic presence.   

Some events the past few weeks reinforce how important the partnership is 

between CHS and our parents/guardians in the effort to educate and mold our 

young people.  This is a good time for me to say thank you for your efforts and 

encourage continued communication and shared understanding. 

We had a recent health situation at school which required multiple agencies – 

including the district office, the Pierce County Health Department, families, 

students, teachers, and the school – to communicate and work together.   

On behalf of all stakeholders, thank you for your help during this time.  Your 

questions, care, and understanding enabled us to navigate a potentially difficult 

situation together.  Shared communication and a solutions-oriented approach 

mitigates and solves problems; we appreciate your efforts. 

The other recent situation where our school and community came together was 

last week’s School Board Community Linkage Meeting. 

The purpose of the meeting was for the board to hear from the community 

about how we are doing with College and Career Readiness.   

Multiple parents, community members and engaged stakeholders shared their 

perspectives with the board, which will lead to further program examination. 

Please continue sharing your perspectives, concerns, questions, kudos, and 

thoughts with us.  Our students’ safety, education, and growth are our 

priorities.  On behalf of everyone here, thank you for working with us to ensure 

their prosperity.   

As you read about events and other important dates in the newsletter, on the 

website or through our Remind App, please let us know if there are questions 

we can answer further.  We are here for you and your student. 

Enjoy a super April and spring break.   

Warmly,  

Tom Adams, CHS Principal   

Watch for Official CHS Social Media Pages Soon 
I am planning to launch official CHS Twitter and Facebook pages soon.  Please 

be on the lookout for those and follow me as I share events, news, and 

information relative to CHS.  More on this to come! 
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CHS Drama Presents, “Into the Woods” This Week 
This year’s CHS Spring play is “Into The Woods.”  CHS drama director Mrs. 

Briony Schroeder and the cast have been hard at work the past few months 

and are looking forward to putting on a fantastic, family-friendly show.  The 

play occurs in the CHS Theater this Thursday – Saturday at 7 PM each night. 

 

The story follows multiple characters, including a Baker and his wife who wish 

to have a child; Cinderella, who wishes to attend the King's Festival; and Jack, 

who wishes his cow would give milk.   

 

When the Baker and his wife learn that they cannot have a child because of a 

witch's curse, the two set off on a journey to break it.  Everyone's wish is 

granted but the consequences of their actions haunt them later with disastrous 

results. 

 

The director mirrors the Broadway revival concept of placing the story in an 

attic with the characters coming to life through the imagination of children 

playing in the attic.  

 

There are 19 CHS students bringing the story to life.  Combined with the CHS 

stagecraft course and lighting/set design, approximately 100 students have 

contributed to the production. I invite you to celebrate their collective efforts 

and talents by coming to one of the shows. 

 

Tickets are available for advance purchase for $10 at www.upsd.wednet.edu, or 

for $12 at the door the evening of the shows.  

Career and College Resource Fair Tuesday 4/4 
Please make plans to join us in the Ray Beard Memorial Gymnasium on Tuesday 

April 4th for the annual Career and College Resource Fair.   

 

The fair runs from 5-7 PM and we currently have over 90 career, college, and 

community vendors confirmed to be with us. 

 

The resource fair empowers parents and students with post-high school 

information.  Post-secondary institutions include but are not limited to 

community colleges, four-year universities, military branches, and technical and 

vocational colleges.   There will also be scholarship information available and 

Tacoma/UP community partners present. 

 

A complete list of vendors can be found on the CHS website under the headline 

“Career & Resource FAIR” or by contacting Mike Tompkins in the Career and 

College Readiness Center via email at mtompkins@upsd.wednet.edu. 

 

You may also sign-up to receive one-way communications and reminders 

through the CCRC on the “Remind APP;” I have cut and pasted directions below.   

 

The benefits of the CCRC reminders is you and your student can receive 

scholarship updates, FAFSA information, college visit reminders, CCRC field trip 

alerts (last week 20 students went to PLU to participate in a financial reality 

day, for example), and other relevant CCRC news and information.   

 

For further information on the CCRC communication possibilities, please contact 

me at tadams@upsd.wednet.edu or Mike Tompkins at the email address above. 

http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
mailto:mtompkins@upsd.wednet.edu
mailto:tadams@upsd.wednet.edu


Upcoming Early 
Release Dates:         

March 8th – 11:45 AM  

March 22nd – 11:45 AM 

April 5th – 11:45 AM 

“In partnership with 
our families and 
community, CHS 
ensures all students 
are competent, 
contributing citizens 
who persevere with 
determination and 
integrity to achieve 
excellence.” 

         

CHS Students are National Merit Finalists 

All three CHS National Merit Semifinalists made the cut and are now finalists for 

this prestigious award. 

 

Ethan Shry, Alex Wu, and Jeonghyun Choi are in a group of 15,000 national 

finalists; that number is down from 1.6 million US students who take the PSAT. 

  

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognizes and honors academically 

talented students.  Students who qualify at this level have their choice of many 

full-ride tuition scholarships at a number of universities.  Well done Viks!  

Act Six Scholarship Award Winner Joe Grabowski 
CHS senior Joe Grabowski earned a full-ride scholarship to PLU through the Act Six scholarship.  In 

the  Tacoma-Seattle area, there were 58 semifinalists from 33 high schools for this award.  After three 

weeks of visits on four college campuses, the list narrowed to 22 finalists from 18 high schools.  CHS 

staff memebers Mike Tompkins, Debbie Douglas, and Jackie Thomas attended the ceremony at 

the Urban Grace Church in Tacoma earlier this month.  

 

The Act Six Scholarship is a full-tuition leadership scholarship tied to PLU, Gonzaga, Whitworth, or 

Northwest University.  Congratulations Joe! 

 

  



Testing Season is Here  
April, May and June bring myriad tests and testing schedules to the high school. They include:  

 

*This week any running start students who have yet to pass the SBA tests need to test at the high 

school.  Letters have gone home and students were contacted (in person if they have a class at CHS); 

please call your student’s counselor if you have questions about this.  There are few students in this 

category but each student’s testing is important.  

 

*CHS AP tests are May 1st – May 12th.  As I shared in last month’s CCC, CHS pass rates are 

comparatively high versus the nation’s pass rates and benefits to students who pass AP tests are many.  

Please ensure your student has signed up to take any/all respective AP tests and all applicable fees 

have been paid.  Test deposits were due last week and final payments are due by April 28th.  

 

The National AP testing calendar is below; please contact us or visit the CHS website if you have 

additional questions.  

 

  
 

*SBA testing is in May.  The school’s schedule will adjust to enable all sophomores, as well as any 

juniors and seniors who have yet to pass the tests, to test in ELA and Math.  The dates for ELA tests 

are 5/15 – 5/19 and for Math 5/22 – 5/24.  The adjusted bell schedule for those weeks is forthcoming.  

 

*Biology End Of Course testing is in June.  All current Biology students and any students who have not 

passed the Biology EOC will take it the week of June 5-9.   

 

We will continue to provide further testing information as the year progresses; please stay tuned and 

let us know if you have any questions.  

POGS and Grad Night  
The annual grad night event is planned by the Parents of Graduating Seniors (POGS) to help our 

graduates celebrate their accomplishments in a safe and fun environment.  This year’s celebration 

immediately follows Commencement on June 16, 2017.  Busses pick students up at the Tacoma Dome 

at 10:00pm and will return them to Curtis High School at 6:00am. 

 

More information can be found on the CHS website under the “Parent/Student Resources” tab and 

clicking on P.O.G.S. or by contacting Shelly Rutherford at (253) 312-5535, shellyu68@gmail.com, or at 

PO Box 8928, Tacoma, WA 98419. 

 

*Grad Night is sponsored by POGS (Parents of Graduating Seniors). This event is not sponsored or 

endorsed by the University Place School District. 

mailto:shellyu68@gmail.com


CHS Student Grant Schmidtke on Capitol Hill  

CHS sophomore Grant Schmidtke recently served as a page for the state House of Representatives the 

week of March 13 – 17.  He was co-sponsored by 13th District Rep. Tom Dent and 28th District Rep. 

Dick Muri. 

“I am glad Grant came to Olympia to get a firsthand look at how the Legislature works,” said Dent, R-

Moses Lake. “I like to see students engaged in the political process and getting a better understanding 

of the issues we are working on. I hope he enjoyed his time at the Capitol.” 

“The page program is a unique opportunity for students to learn about, and serve, in their state 

government. Grant is an exceptional young man,” said Muri, R-Steilacoom. “I enjoyed meeting with 

him and discussing his plans for the future.  Who knows, maybe someday he will run for office.” 

As part of his page duties, Grant learned to navigate the many buildings on the Capitol Campus and 

delivered messages and documents to legislators and staff.  Each day he attended page school for 

several hours to understand the operations and actions of the Legislature. As part of his school 

assignment Grant wrote an essay on the complexities of governing. 

  

Each year, students from around the state apply to participate in the legislative page program. 

Students spend a week attending page school, learning the inner workings of state government and 

assisting legislators on the House floor.  Pages earn $35 per day while serving in the program.  To 

become a page, applicants must have a legislative sponsor, be between the ages of 14 to 16, and 

obtain written permission from their parents and school.  For more information, please visit 

http://leg.wa.gov/House/Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx.  

 

Grant is the son of Ken and Judy Schmidtke.  He enjoys photography and swimming. 

UPSD Non-discrimination Statement 

The University Place School District complies with all federal and state laws, rules, and regulations and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin (including language), sex, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, 
creed, religion, age, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability in student education programs, co-curricular activities, and employment practices.  The district is an equal 

opportunity/affirmative action employer encouraging application of qualified minorities, women, and disabled persons for 
employment and other opportunities.   

University Place School District is committed to providing access to all District programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. For elevator access at school sites, contact the principal’s office.  The 
University Place School District is a drug-free/smoke-free work place and educational setting.   
Direct inquiries regarding compliance, grievance, or appeal procedures, or concerns involving students, should be made to the 

District Affirmative Action Officer/Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator/ Title IX Officer/HIB Compliance Officer, Executive Director 

of Secondary Education, Lainey Mathews, lmathews@upsd.wednet.edu; or Section 504/FAPE/ADA concerns should be made to 

Director of Special Services, Maria Hetland. mhetland@upsd.wednet.edu.   

Both can be contacted at (253) 566-5600, 3717 Grandview Drive West, University Place, WA                                                            

http://leg.wa.gov/House/Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx

